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DESCRIBED BY HIS WIFE.

The Confederate Leader's Life from
Cradle to Grave.

INCIDENTS OF HIS EARLY ARMY CAREER

His Political Status in the Union and
the Confederacy.

MUCH NOT BEFORE SEEN IN PRINT.

Mrs. Jefferson Davis' long expected book about the
personal and political life of her husband Is about
ready for Issue. It is In two large volumes, and will
be found Interesting throughout by all admirers of the
only President of the late Confederacy, aa well as

persons who are curious about the personality of great
men. The dedication Is as follows:.

5 "To the Soldiers of the Confederacy, I
\Who Cheered and Sustained

X JEFFERSON DAVIS
i in the Darkest Hour J

, t by Their Splendid Gallantry,
s and Never Withdrew Their Confidence from Him J? When Defeat Settled on our Cause, >

"",^s Volume is affectionately Dedicated \
by His Wife." *

THE AUTHOR'S PROMISE,
"In the fulfilment of this sacred task I shall endeavorto be guided by the spirit that inspired him duringhis whole life.a spirit of unswerving devotion to

truth and duty, of unyielding antagonism against all
assailants of justice, without regard to their prejudices
wr their numbers, but mindful of the fact that every
opponent, even to the death, is not necessarily an enemy,and that sincerity of belief is entitled to respectfulconsideration even when found arrayed against us.

I shall endeavor to do exact and. equal justice to the
antagonists of the South, as well as to her leaders;
'naught to extenuate nor set down aught In malice.'
If I fail, it will be because my love for the Southern
people and their lost cause and leader may unconsciouslyInfluence my judgment of the men and beliefs
that were arrayed in deadly conflict during the war

between the States."
SCHOOL DAYS.

Mr. Davis' early education was given in "the Ken-

which was connected with a church. The priests
wera Dominicans. They held a large property.productivefields, slaves, flour mills, flocks and herds.
As an association they were rich. Individually they
were vowed to poverty and self-abnegation." At
that time he was so young that one of the priests had
a small bed put in his room for Davis. There was

an organized revolt among the boys one day and this
priest was their especial objective i»oInt. They persuadedDavis to promise to blow out the light which
always burned in the room; so, after everything was

quiet he blew It out; then the insurgents poured, lit
cabbages, squashes, biscuits, potatoes and all ktnd& of
missiles. As soon as a light could be lit sgsrch was

made for the culprits, but they were all priuml asleep
_ and ho was the only wakeful one. Tne priests in^terrogated him severely, but he <V?clared he did not
know much and would not tell- "that. The one who
had especlaJ care of him toqljf him to a little room in
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the highest story of the monastery and strapped him
down to a kind of cot, which was arranged to facilitatethe punishment of the boys; but the old man

loved him dearly and hesitated before striking a blow,
the first he should hare received since he had been
with the monks. He pleaded:.

"If you will tell me what you know, no matter how
little, I will let you off."

HE GETS OUT OF BEING STRAPPED.

"Well," said Davis, "I know one thing; I know who
blew out the light."
The priest eagerly promised to let him off for that

piece of information and then he said:.
"I blew it out."
Of course be was let off, but with a long talk which

moved him to tears and prevented him from eo-operatingwith the boys again in their schemes of mischief.
A CHOICE OF WORK.

But Davis did not stay long there; he had been sent
to school too early, too far from home, and; his
mother sent for him to return. After his return ho
went to school at the county academy. A task had
been assigned him in excess of his power to memorize.
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He stated the cnsc to the teacher, who persisted In
imposing the lesson. The next (lay it hadj not been
mastered, and when punishment was threatened Davis
look liia books und went to his father. He said:.
"Of coursS It is for you to elect whether you will

jvorlc with head or linnds; my son must not be an

:dler. I want more cotton pickers and will give you
work."

PICKED COTTON.

The next day .furnished with a bag, he went into
tha fields and worked all day und the day after. The
licut of the sun and the irfiyslcal labor, in conjunctionwith the implied equality with the other cotton
pickers, convinced him that school was the lesaer

I evil. This change of opinion ho stated to his fatheranil was sent to school at what was then called
and is still known as Jefferson College, in Adams

i county, Miss. Me was then about ton years of age.
Wben ho was far enough advanced to be Bent to collegeDavis was sent to tlie Traneylranla University of

Kentucky.
DAVIS* FRIENDS SPEAK.

The lion. George W. .(ones, of lown, iu n memoir
of Jefferson Davis, written at the :fquest of his wife,
says:.

'Jefferson Davis and I were classmates at TransylvaniaUniversity, lx>xlngfont K.v., in 1821. My acquaintancewith him commenced in Octolx* of that
year. At that time young Davis was considered by
the faculty and by his fellow students as the first
scholar, ahead of all bis classes.

A

NEW YORJ
"In November, 1823, Jefferson Davis was appointed

to a cadetaliip at West Point Military Academy, New
York, by President Monroe, and we drifted apart."

Judge Peters, of Mount Sterling, Ky., was another
classmate of Mr. Davis at Transylvania.
"When X was with htm," wrote the Judge, as soon

as he heard of Mr. Davis' death, "he was a good student,always prepared with his lessons, very respectfuland polite to the president and professors. I
never heard him reprimanded for neglecting his studiesor for misconduct of any sort during his stay at
the university. He was amiable, prudent and kind
to all with whom ho was associated, and beloved by
teachers and students."

ENTERS WEST POINT.
Shortly after this Davis' eldest brother, who stood

in the place of a father, notified him that he had been
appointed to a West Point cadctshlp. The book
gives a full description of what he did, who were at
West Point at the time, and all that took place while
he was there. Mrs. Davis then gives an account of
the familj genealogy and of the purchase of "Davis
Bend" (as it ts still called) by Joseph Emory Davis,
JefTerson's eldest brother, imd the history of the old
Davis estate called "The Hurricanes".a name which
it bears to this day and is still owned by the Davis
family.

MEETING OF THE FAMILY AT WEST POINT.
Mr. Joseph E. Davis was so anxious to see his "littlebrother" that as soon as practicable the whole

party went up to West Point. As the boat neared
the landing a very stout, florid young fellow of about
eighteen came running down to the landing place and
caught Mr. Joseph E. Davis in his arms. He slipped
his hand through hfs brother's arm and sat very close
to him, but otherwise made no manifestation of feedingexcept a silent caress. Mrs. Davis says her
mother spoke of his open, bright expression in a letterpreserved, and her father mentioned that, young
.Triferson Davis was a "promising youth." Tills was
their first acquaintance with tfie man who was to be
their son-in-law twenty years afterward. The party
remained a few hours and returned to New York.

In 1S26, at Christmas, there was a great riot in the
corps of cadets. Cadet , his room mate, was
discovered and, dismissed with several others. Davis
was implicated unjustly. Because his room mate
had been mistaken for him he would not explain, and
consequently was under arrest for a long period, and
his already numerous demerits received a considerable
addition. He did not pass very high in his class.

SENT TO FORT CRAWFORD.
Cadet Davis graduated in July, 1828, received the

usual brevet of second lieutenant of infantry, went
to visit his family on a short furlough and then reportedfor duty at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis. There
he found Lieutenants Gustave Rousseau, Kinsman,
Thomas Drayton, Sidney Johnston and several other
old and dear friends. Very soon after Lieutenant
Davis arrived there be was sent up to Fort. Crawford,
built, on the site of what is now Prairie d.u Chlen, in
Wisconsin.
Of a reconnaissance made In that country General

George Jones -wrote:."The next I knew of 'Jeff'.as
we used to call him.was in 1829. He was then

Michigan Territory, but now the State of Wisconsin.
Late one night, when a lieutenant and a sergeant rode
up to my log cabin at Sinslnawa Around, about fifty
miles from Fort Crawford, and inquired for Mr. Jones,
I told him that I answered to that name. The lieutenantthen asked me if they could remain there all
night. I told him that they were welcome to share
my buffalo robes and blankets, and that their horses
could be corralled with mine on the prairie.
"The officer then asked me if I had ever been at the

Transylvania University. I answered that I had
been there from 1821 to 1825.

" 'Do you remember a college boy named Jeff Davis?'"

" 'Of course I do.'
" 'T am Jeff.'
In the autumn of 182!) Lieutenant Davis was ordered

down to Fort Winnebago, where he remained until
1831. This fort was built in 1828, opposite the portage,about two miles from the junction of the Fox
and Wisconsin rivers.

THAT "BABY FACED" LIEUTENANT.
Lieutenant Davis had at this time no beard, or so

little as to lie scarcely jK»rccptlblo, and his smooth
face, fresh color and gay laugh gave the impression
of a boy of nineteen.
One of tjro "soldiers employed on the building of the

fort had been a terror to everybody about him. He
was immensely strong and very quarrelsome. Tills
man announced Ills intention of whipping that "babyfacedlieutenant if he attempted to direct him in his
work. What could he know about work?" This
came to Mr. Davis' ears at once. The next day
there was a piece of dressed scantling which he told
the soldier to put in a certain place on the building.
The man lifted a piece of rough plauk to place ft as
directed. Lieutenant Davis explained once again.
This time, with an insolent laugh, the soldier took a
like piece to the one he had, laid down. Knowing
that one blow from the soldier would fell him, Mr.
Davis picked up a stout billet of wood and, as the

*sJ[~
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man stooped he knocked htm down and beat him untilhe cried for quarter. The other soldiers looked on
until the conflict was ended.

Lieutenant Davis' next commission was to remove
the miners from the Galena lead mines.
The miners, on heariDR rumors of a treaty with the

Indians, moved over to Galena and took possession of
the lead miues. The Indians protested; and, in consequenceof an order from General McConib, Colonel
Znchary Taylor sent a detachment of troops to remove
the miners until the treaty could be signed and tho
Indians had formally relinquished their claims to that
portion of the country. Colonel Taylor at once sent
Lieutenants Abercrombie and Jefferson Davis, with
fifty men, to accomplish their removal. Lieutenant
Davis had previously held some intercourse -with them
wuen mi amy near uuouque, »n<i was, as usual, wit a
thoso whom he came neat- enough to know on frieudly
terms with them. He felt the greatest reluctance to
use force against them, anil thought seriously and
long over the best means of placating them while ho
carried out his orders.

A SHOW OF NERVE.
At his first conference with them one of the men got

up and opened the conference with the announcement
that tliey had resisted the former officers detailed to
remove them from the mines, and "if he knew when
ho was well off he had bettor leave honest men alone
and quit showing partiality to the Indians." LieutenantDavis said that he was convinced from this
man's manner that the miners contemplated armed
resistance.
Some weeks after this Lieutenant Davis crossed the

river for another conference, during which he was
determined to make a satisfactory agreement with
tho miners. As he came up to the cabin the. same
man who had spoken at the former conference was
seated outside th« cabin and entreated, hiui not to
enter, saying

"They will be certain to kill you. I heard one of
them say they would."

Lieutenant Davis entered the cabin »t once and
paying "Good morning" In a friendly way.co which
they all replied.he said::.
"My friends, I am sure you have thought over my

proposition and are going to drink to my success. So
I will treat you all." Whether admiration of Ids
daring or that reconsideration had changed their
policy was never known; what is certain is that
they gave him a cheer.
The author gives a long account of the Black Hawk

war, much about Black Hawk's village, the Indian
burying grounds and the great chief's surrender. Afterthe war Lieutenant Davis was sent to Kentucky
r\r\ rr>rriii finer sprvirv Ha nofnrrwl nr»rl woa

to Fort Glbsou, where ho mot Washington Irviug. The
booU gives Ills own account of his life there.

MARRIES MISS TAYLOE.
Lieutenant Davis resigned fioui the army and marriedMiss Taylor, a (laughter of Colonel Zachary Taylor,to whom ho had proposed two years liefore, in tho

face of Colonel Taylor's refusal. Miss Taylor went
to her father and told Him that she had waited two
years, and as, during that time, ho had not alleged
anything against Lieutenant Davis' character or
honor, she would therefore marry him. She hadinheritedmuch of her father's decision of character, and
felt the manifest injustice that further delay would inflicton lier lover.
The estrangement between Davis and Colonel Taylorwas not healed during the life of Mrs. Davis.

Jefferson Davis' resignation from the army was dated
June 30, 183!5.

After their marriage the young couple started to
visit the bridegroom's family. The first place at
which they stopped was '-The Hurricane," which by
this time had become a valuable plantation.
When Mr. Davis looked alxmt hiiu for an occupationby which he could support his family, his brother

proposed to give him a certain tract of land called
"The Brierneld." in lieu of the interest Mr. Davis
had in his father's negroes, which had passed into
the service of Joseph E. Davis.

DEATH OF HIS WIFE.
While he was busily at work the summer sped on

until the chill and fever season set In. One (lay Mr.
Davis was taken very ill and I ho next day Mrs. Davis
became sick also, hut her husband was too ill to be
told of her peril, and deliriwn saved her from anxietyabout him. Soon after the fever -t in she succumbedto it, and hearing her voice Kinging loud and
clear a favorite song, "Fairy Bells," her husband
struggled up and reached her bedside.to find h»r dying.The poor young erratum irew her last sigh September15, 1835. She was represented by the members
of the Davis family who knew her ljest, as refined,
intelligent, sincere, and very engaging in her man-
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ners. Though a woman of great decision of charactershe was devoid of the least trace of stubbornness;her judgment was mature, her nature open and
faithful, and her temper affectionate and responsive.
None of her own relations stood by her grave.
Hor Wtiohon.l'c 1 fn Tine iWnirul nf ' n,Anth

Ho had become so emaciated and had so serious a

cough that it was thought best for him to spend the
winter in Havana, whither lie went as soon as he was
able to travel. He sailed for Havana in the autumn
of 1835. When he returned he went direct to Washington,saw his old friends, dined with the I*resident
and returned home.

BEGAN HIS POLITICAL LIFE.
In 1843 Jefferson Davis for the tirst time took part

in the political life of the country. The next year
he was chosen one of the presidential electovs-nt-largo
of the State, and was afterward elected to Congress,
taking bis scat in the House of Representatives in December,1845.

Mrs. Davis gives a quaint description of her first
meeting with Mr. Davis; her ride to "The Hurricane;"hor first impression of him, and of the old
Davis mansion.
On February 28, 1845, at "The Briers," in the presenceof her family and some of his, they were married.The Reverend David Page, of Trinity, the pastorof the Episcopal Church of Natchez, performed the

ceremony. After a breakfast to their friends, they
left on a tonr of visits to his family at J5ayou Sara
and Woodvllle, and from thence to New Orleans.

MB. DAVIS" FIRST SESSION IN CONGRESS.
Mr. Davis took his seat) as a member of the House

of Representatives on Monday, December 8, 1S45.
On the 29th of the month he offered two resolutions.thefirst:.
"That the Committee on Military Affairs bo in-
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structed to Inquire into the expediency of converting a,

portion of the forts of the United States into schools
for military Instruction, on the basis of substituting
their present garrisons of enlisted men by detachments
furnished from each State of our Union, In ratio of
their several representatives in the Congress of the
United States."
The second:.
"Instructing the Committee on Post Offices and

Post Iioads to inquire into the expediency of establishinga direct daily mail route from Montgomery, Ala.,
to Jackson, Miss."
With the presentation of these resolutions Mr.

Davis for the time seemed satisfied. He remained in
his seat, however, a keen observer of the forms of
parliamentary procedure, and made himself practically
familiar with the questions likely to come up for discussionduring the session.
His first speech was successful. On February 6,

l tt-ns, cm ine uregon question, in Lomcuiiiee 01 roe

Whole, he addressed the Houso.
PAVIS ON CALHOUN.

Mr. Davis, only a few years ago, wrote of Mr. Calhoun:."Innay early manhood I enjoyed his personal
acquaintance, and perhaps more of his consideration,
from the fact that, as Secretary of War, he gave me
the appointment as a cadet.

"When, in 1845, I entered the House of Representatives,he was a Senator. I frequently visited him at
his lodgings. His conversation was both Instructive
and peculiarly attractive."

It will be remembered that Mr, Calhoun was inducedto leave the repose his impaired health required,
and return to the Senate, because of the threatened
danger of war with Great Britain. War was to him
an evil which only the defence of the' honor and rights
of his country would Justify. That made him the
advocate of the War of 1812, but in 1845 he saw no
such justification, and was therefore in favor of negotiation,by which it was believed the evils of war
could be avoided without sacrifice of the honor or
rights of our country.

IN THE MEXICAN WAB.
When war with Mexico was declared and the Presidentwas authorized to appoint "two major-generals

and four brigadier-generals, in addition to the military
establishment," he intimated to Mr. Davis that he
should like to make him one of them. Mr. Davis expressedhis preference for an elective office; and when
pressed, slid that he thought volunteer troops raised in
a State should be officered by men of their own selection,and that after the elective right of the volunteersceased, the appointing power should be the Governorof the State whose troops were to be commanded
by the general. This was his first sacrifice to State
rights, and it was a great effort to him.
He then endeavored to get the regiment armed with

the rifles which afterward became so celebrated as the
"Mississippi Rifles."
Congressman Davis left Washington without unnecessarydelay and travelled post homeward.
Colonel Davis left h'r. home and joined the First

Mississippi regiment on the 21st of July, 1S46, when
they were in camp below New Orleans, whither they
had proceeded before his arrival in Mississippi.
On the 26th of July, they sailed on the steamship

Alabama, and after a favorable voyage landed at, Brazos,St. Iugo, within seven miles of Point Isabel,
where they encamped and remained until the 2d of
August.

Mrs. Davis describes in the book the condition of
General Taylor and his army when Mr. Davis arrived
in Mexico, a-nd of the young Colonel's work and the
work of his regiment.

After his return from the war Mr. Davis became a
csexi?iiAJi~ lroiu

IN THE THIRTIETH CONGRESS.
Pale and emaciated from the nervous pain consequentupon his wound received in Mexico, and supportedby two crutches, he took his seat at the tlrst

session of the Thirtieth Congress. His whole time
was given to the question of the introduction of
slavery Into Oregon. Here are some extracts from
his si»eeches:.

"Senators," he said, "you have treated this amendmentas a proposition to force slavery into the Territoryof Oregon. Sir, I have no such purpose, no
such desire; and surely the most ingenious must fail
to extract any such meaning from Its letter. It is
but a distinct avowal of the ground uniformly maintainedby all statesmen of the strict construction
school, and adhered to by Southern men generally,
throughout the entire period of our confederate existence.Its direct aim is to restrain the federal governmentfrom the cxercise of a power not delegated-itsultimate effect, to protect (hose rights which have
been guaranteed by the federal constitution.
"What remedy has been proposed by the opi>onents

of slavery? What good have they done? They have
abducted slaves but emancipated none. Do they expectto persuade the South to give up slavery?"

Jefferson Davis regarded the course pursued by the
Northern States in relation to fugitive slaves as an

outrage on lustiee and in violation of that principle
of the equality of the States which is guaranteed by
the Constitution. Tl:e owner of a slave when he enteredsome of these States, if he took his slave with
him, was either exposed to the mortification of seeing
Ills slave seduced from,his side or seized ami carried
away by violence. If the oppon >nts of slavery wished
to emancipate the slaves they were taking the wrong
course. Slavery could not lie abolished without a
series of preliminary preparations; and during thes^
preparations great dangers would menace the people of
the South. *

THE ANTI-MjAVERY AGITATION.
The Thlrty-llrst Congress wns memorable by the

threatening prominence given, the anti-slavery agltation,which was then beginning to overshadow all other
federal issues. Between sectional prejudices so hostile,and between politics and leaders so antagonistic,
it was soon evident that no peacefid reconciliation
was probable, and that the day of compromise was
over. Tills was speedily demonstrated In the Senate.
The first sign of the Iieglnning of an Irreconcilable
conflict between the sections was seen December 20.
On January 7 the subject of slavery was again introducedinto debate by the presentation of resolutions

from the General Assembly of Vermont. In the course
of the debate that followed Mr. Davis replied to Mr.
Hale, of New Hampshire. I quote a single extract
only from his S]»eech:.

"Mr. President.I always enter Into th« discussion
of the slavery question with feelings of reluctance;
and only because 1 am forced to it by those who,
having nothing to do with it. nevertheless indecent!v
interfere In our domest ic affairs hero, have I (lone so.

Sir, it is a melancholy fact that, morning n ftor mornleg,when we court hero to enter into the business of
thel Senate, our feelings are harrowed up by the introductionof this exciting and profitless subject, and
we are compelled to listen to insults heaped upon our
institutions.

Sir, there is no man who eoincs here to represent,
his constituency for high and useful puriiosss, and
who feels upon liimsalf the obligation of his oath to
maintain the constitution of the Unitwl States, who
would thus act, from (lay to day. for the purpose of
disturbing the useful legislation of the country, for no
other purpose than to insert another brand into the
fi une which every reflecting, sober man now sees
threatens to consume the fabric of our government.
Wo, of tlio South, stand now, as we have always
stood, on the defensive. We raised not the question;
but, when raised, it is our duty to defend ourselves."

Throughout this memorable session anti-slavery petitionswere adopted by the leaders of the movement
in the North to force the discussions of the slavery
question into Congress. Early in February ft moWrtKtllflll" liv A'riliti*?* V TI*-»-

to receive :i [lotitlon from inhabitants of Delaware
and Pennsylvania praying for the immediate antl
peaceful dissolution of the I'rilon. Up to this date It
had been the uniform practice to lay on the table
without debate all resolutions relating to the slavery
agitation. But on this occasion a spirited debate

.J
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followed Senator Hale's motion. Mr. Davis took
part. The following Is an extract, from his answer:.

"I rise merely to make a few remarks on the right
of petition . . . It Is offensive to recommend
legislation for the dissolution of the Union: offensive
to the Senate and to the whole country. If this
Union is ever to be dissolved it must be by the action
of the States and the people. Whatever power Congressholds it holds under the Constitution, and that
power is but a part of the Union. Congress has no
power to legislate upon that which will be the destructionof the who'.o foundations upon which their authorityrests."

IV PRESIDENT PIERCE'S CABINET.
After a term of nearly six years Ue resigned, partly

in consequence of ill health and partly because of his
nomination for Governor of Mississippi. Ho was defeated,after which he settled down on his plantation
at Urierfleld until one day he received an invitation
to become a member of President I'lerce's Cabinet and
went to Washington to assume the duties of Secretary
of War. All his reports are given In the book.
Next is given an interesting description of the South

in 3 790 contrasted with 1860, and much about the
r'.hnHfjotrin fY»nvor»Hr*n +> »*» n/lir.?cafs\rt TTnnono

as a free State, and the election of Lincoln; a full
account of Mr. Davis' withdrawal from the Cabinet:
the secession of the Gulf States and Mr. Davis' last
speech in the United States Senate.

AN EARNEST PROTEST.
The second volume opens with a paragraph In which

Mrs. Davis writes of the impression all Northerners
have of her husband. She says:.
"One of the most patriotic, humane and benevolent

of men has been portrayed as a monster of ambition
and cruelty, and the mistaken policy of silence under
these accusations has fixed upon the minds of right
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and fair minded opponents their belief In the truth of
the allegations."

During the interval," wrote Mr. Davis, "between
the announcement by telegraph of the secession of
Mississippi and the receipt of the official notification
which enabled me to withdraw from the Senate rumorswere in circulation of a purpose, on the part of
the United States Government, to arrest members of
Congress preparing to leave Washington on account of
the secession of the States which tliey represented.
This threat received little attention from those most
concerned. Indeed, it was thought that it might not
be an undesirable mode of testing the question of the
right of a State to withdraw from the Union." Mr.
Davis remained a week in Washington, hoping that
he might be the person arrested.
"Wo left Washington," writes Mrs. Davis, "exceedingsorrowful, and took our three little children

with us. As we came into the Southern States the
people surrounded the train at every little hamlet and
called Mr. Davis out. Wherever we stayed long
enough, he told them to prepare for a long and bloody
war, and tried to impress them with the gravity of the
occasion." Mr. Davis wrote thus of his arrival in
Jackson:.
"On my arrival at Jackson, the capital of Mississippi,I found that the Convention of the State had

made provision for a State nrmy and had appointed
me to the command, with the rank of major general."
Mrs. Davis says that her husband "was so careworn
and unhappy that when we were alone it was piteous
to see him. He never gave up the hope of an adjustmentand a peaceful reunion with the North until
the first blood was spilled. He slept little and talked
nearly all night. In one of these conversations I
asked the question, how ho thought the contendingsections could be pacified. He said, 'A guarantee
of mir pnn.1.1 ritfhtx would hHrtfr thp vrtwilo rwintrir

back to-morrow.' He then spoko of a dual Presidency,but did not think the scheme,practicable. He
salfl, 'In any cae?, I think our slave property will
be lost eventually.' "

The Convention of the seceding States was held at
Montgomery, Ala., on February 4, J SGI. It was
composed of delegates legally appointed. Their first
work was to prepare a provisional Constitution for the
new Confederacy to be formed of the States which
had withdrawn from the Union, for which the style
"Confederate States of America" was adopted.

Jefferson Davis assumed the office of President of
the Confederate States on February 18, 1801.

THE WATS OF THE NORTH.
In speaking of the Confederate Commissioners who

were sent to Washington for the purpose of making a
settlement with the federal government, Mrs. Davis
says: .
"The crooked path of diplomacy cau scarcely furnishan example so wanting in courtesy, in candor

and directness as was the course of the United States
government toward our Commissioners in Washington.
For proof of this I refer to the annelid documents,
taken in connection with further facts, which I now
proceed to relate.

"Early In April the attention of the whole country
was attracted to extraordinary preparations in New
York and other Northern ports for an extensive militaryand naval expedition. These preparations were
commenced In secrecy for an expedition whose destinationwas concealed, and only became known when
nearly completed; and on the 5th, 6th and 7th of
April transports and vessels of war, with troops,
munitions flivl mlllta.mr mirmlfoa VAHKmm

porta, bound southward.
< »u the 7th of April the Federal fleet with a large

force sailed for Sumter, and the Commissioners left

"OUR CHILDKEN.1864."

"Washington, hoptless of accomplishing anything. The
army of the fonfederat© States was organized and
preparations for war were commenced. President
Davis had appointed General Beauregard to the commandof all the Confederate forces in and around
Charleston. War began on April 12, 1861, with the
bombardment of Fort Sumter. Mrs. Davis gives a
detailed account of the engagement which will ba
found very interesting.

LACK OF FOOD II* THE SOUTH.
Mrs. Davis also says, in speaking of the great lack

of fond in the South, that the prices increased steadily
for all varieties of food as the supplies decreased
and the value of Confederate money declined.
Ilam was on July 23, 1S62, seventy-five cents per

pound; small quarters of lamb from $3 to $4 each;
eggs, $1 per (losen; coffee, of poor quality, $2 50 per
pound; butter. $1 nnd upward per pound; tea, $5 per
pound; txxits, $20 to ?25 per pair; shoemakers' wages,
$5 per diem.

November, 1SG2.Coffee, which had in four months
nearly doubled in price, $1 n po ind; all good tea from
$18 to $20 a pound; butter, $1 HO to $2 a pound;
lard, fifty cents; corn, $15 per barrel; wheat, $130
a Iwishel; muslin, $<i to $S a yard: cali>o, $1 75 a

yard; bleached, cotton, $3 50 a yard; cotton, fifty
cents a spool; soap. *1 a pound.
" When Mr. Davis wis released we wore pecuniarily

prostrate," writes Mrs. Davis. "Our plantations lia<l
been laid waste and seized. The little money we
had had been sent by the Southern cities to me for
my maintenance and to give him comforts in prison.
Voor in purso but moderate In our wants we turned
our faces to the world and cist about, for a way to
maintain our little children, four in number.Mai -caret,Jefferson, William and Varina."
The hook concludes with details of Mr Davis' life

during the quarter century In which he survived th.»
Conferieracy. Tlie book contains much which has not
hitherto been seen in print, and it is a noble illustrationof wifely devotion as well as a valuable contributionto history.

William Black's crofter story and iludyariiKipling's sensational American
notes will be continued In tlie SUNDAY
HKRAL.D,

OPPOSED TO THE BATTERY LOOP.

Mayor Grant was yesterday visited by De Witt C.
Seligraan. William Khinelander Stewart, Walton
Vrooman and Woodbury M. Langdon as a committeorepresenting the New York Society for Parks
auu x tuj^rwuuuH lor cuuarcn 10 protest against
liny further concessions to the "L" roads regarding
tlio use of Battery P»rk.

'ike Hayor ;u reply said that he was always opposedto the intrusion of the "L" roads on the BatteryPark and said that he would cheerfully exert
every effort to prevent any further absorbing of
the Battery breathing spot.
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LI I ILL GIHL VICTIMS
IDENTIFY THEIR ABDUCTOR

Five Children in the Tombs PoliceC:urt Point Out Rhett
Without Difficulty.

"THAT IS THE MAN."

Magsie Morris and Katie Flynn Narrate the
Story of the Way in Which They

Were Decoyed Into a Cab.

William P. Rhett was brought up in the Tombs
Police Court yesterday on remand, charged with
the most heinous crime in the calendar. Be was

chargod with abducting Mary Williams, twelve
years old.
On Thursday evening Detective Kobert Vail, of

the steamboat squad, got further evidence against
him. Maggie Morris, fourteen years old, of No. 225
Mulberry street, Newark, N. J., and her younger
sister. Lilly, ten years old, are in the habit of
peddling flowers at Nassau and Wall streets, this
city, and also about the ferries. Vail found Maggie
at Liberty street. He asked her if she knew Rhett,
describing him.
Magorie said the man had taken her into a cab

vtlth Maggie Flynn on two different occasions.
The case of Katie Flynn, twelve years old, who

lives at No. 298 Seventh street, Jersey City, Is one of
the worst. The other children who appeared in
court were Maggie Cluskey, twelve years old, and
Mary Getorsky, eleven years old.

bhett's coolness.

Mr, Gerry, of the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children, was present. Rhett sat among
thirty or forty spectators on the ordinary benches.
His counsel, John S. Abey, yesterday, as at the
beginning, claimed that it was a case of mistaken
identity. Maggie Morris was the first witness.
She was directed to look around. As soon as she

got opposite Rhett she said, "That is the man."
again identified.

She was taken away and Mary Williams was put
to the test. In the meantime Rhett was made to

WILLIAM B. EHETT.

change his seat. The same questions were asked
of Mary. Promptly she pointed her finger at Rhett.
Again the clerk's position was changed. Katie

Flynn was brought out. She cast her eye over the
rows of seats and pointed at him without hesitation.
Next time be was put in the front row and Maggie

Cluskey came forth. At once she went up to him
and pointed him out. The Police Sergeant said,
"Place your finger on him."
The child went nearer him, but shrank from

touching him.
Lilly Morris was the youngest girl. She had seen

him but once, but without thejslightest hesitation

JStu
one or bhett'6 victims.

went up to him, and then turning around said,
"That ia the man."

seeious charges.
The story of Maggie Morris is this:.Rhett was

over in Jersey City on December 5 and asked the
child if sn« would like to soli some flowers. Ho
said be bad a customer in New York, he got her
ana Katie Flynn to come over, and on this side told
the girls his friend lived some distance uptown
and they could all go in a cab.
He hired tbe vehiole driven by Edward Lally. He

assaulted the children in the cab. He gave each
child $1 60 and let them out. Tbe cab drove back
to Seventeenth street. Bhett lives at No. 34 West
Seventeenth street. He paid tbe cabman $3 50.
Justice Taintor held him in $*.2,000 bail in the

I'lynn case and $1,000 in the other abduction case,
making $*,000 altogether with the Williams oase.
Francis W. Day, a broker, oI No. 740 De Kalb avenue,Brooklyn, went the additional bail. Tbe next
heariug will be on Thursday of next week.

IN THE MOMEY LENDERS' TOILS.

Ma. Millar's expekiencis with the empxee

loan company of brooklyn.
A suit was brought yesterday by Herbert Pereze

Millar in tbe Supreme Court against Lovi £. and
B. Silverman to declare void two notes ana a chattelmortgage on the ground of usury.
Mr. Millar says the Silverman s have an office In

the Arbuckle Building, in Brooklyn, where they
negotiate loans at ruinous rates, under the name
the Empire Loan Company. Mr. Millar declares
that he borrowed 5100, wlncn was to be repaid at
the end of four months. Thirty dollars in excess

of the regular legal interest was exacted of him.
Then ho was required to execute two promissory
notes, one for $100 and the other for $30. He also
pave two chattel mortgages on his furniture, worth
$900, as security for the two notes.
This occurred on December 10 last. He first took

up the thirty dollar note and he mailed a check for
$;)2 60. The check was mailed on January 10, but
instead of receiving any acknowledgment he was
refused, when he called ten days later, both the
return of the noto and the mortgage.

Millar stopped the payment of tho check, and then
followed a threat to seize the property covered by
tho mortgage.
Judge Lawrence yesterday in Supreme Court,

Chambers, granted an injunction restraining the
Silv«rmans from interfering with Millar's property.
A suit has been brought in the Supreme Court

by John Banta against CJeorge D. Arthur to reoover
$25,000 on a stock contract .signed by the defendant'sbrokerage firm of Arthur & Ketcham.
An affidavit was submitted of Mr. Arthur that

the contract was only a cover for a usurious and
unlawful agreement under which Arthur <fc
Ketcham were to pay to Banta $250 for the usa
ol three hundred shares of Chicago, Milwaukee
aud St. Paul for sixty days from November 4, 1880.
Judge Lawrence reserved his decision. The

eoargo ui u»ux.> uoujou.

ORIENTAL COLONY IN THE SOUTH.

SYRIANS WILL TBT TO CULTIVATE OLIVES AND

THE Sim WOKM IN FLORIDA.
Certain Syrian merchants of this city have decidedto form a colonization company hero for thoir

fellow countrymen. They have sccurcd the services
of Lawyer Townsend Soudder, of No. 20C Broadway,who last Wednesday started for the South to

inspect land with the intention of buying about
two hundred acres for the company, probably in
Florida.

Saliin Elias, of No. 59 'Washington slreet, one of
the leaders, is very enthusiastic over tho plan.
Aly countrymen," mud he, "instead of carrying

h> avy peddling baskets around the country shall

worm. The gilk they will use for the hand made
articles for which they are famous. Florida is a

decent country. It is warm there the year round.
Here it is.ugh!" and he shivered.
A number of Syrians will start for this country

as soon as the viurciiase is made.

')Shull young men go into politics!"
Tlie question answered by Ex-Senator
THurmo.ii, Judge Palmer, tile novelist
Cable and others in (ho SUNDAY
HERALD.

{
DEATH ENDS HIS AGONY. |

GEOBGB KF.NDAI.L, THE HYDROPHOBIA PATIENT,
DIP'S IN CHAMBERS STBEET HOSPITAL.

George Kendall, the young farm band of Arlington,
N. J., the story of whose horrible sufferings from
hydrophobia was told in the Herald yesterday,
died at the Chambers Street Hospital shortly after
two o'clock yesterday morning.
His death was accompanied with all the Intense

suffering and horrible agony that had attended his ^
last hours on earth. He emerged from a long
period of unconsciousness and fell almost immediatelyinto a violent paroxysm, which only sub- J
sided in death. ^
Though securely pinioned he writhed and

threshed so furiously in his cot that the attending
physicians feared that he would break his bonds.
The doctors stood at a distance horrified at the

sight of the man's scarlet and contorted face, the
voids and muscles ot wnicn wore Knotted and
swollen.
The exudation of saliva increased toward the

end. The man was literally covered with the emissionof the poisonous substance. The bed clothingwas saturated with it, and an area of the floor
surrounding the cot bore traces of it also.
In his last moment of consciousness Kendall

begged piteously to be allowed to see "his girl.
Eliza." the young woman to whom he was engaged
to bo married. The doctors explained that it was
impossiblo. He turned resignedly away.
Then realizing that a paroxysm was near, and

knowing that his condition was dangerous and that
he possessed superhuman strength, he begged the
doctors to leave him. He feared he might do them
injury, he said.

F̂RIENDS NOTIFIED.
After his death the doctors notified Mr. Henry K.

Schuyler, of Arlington, N. J., Kendall's late employerEarly in the morning Mr. Schuylor, accompaniedby two men ana Kendall's sweetheart, arrivedat the hospital. The girl had a pleasant
face, with largo haz<.l eyes and brown hair. She
cried incessantly while at the hospital, and was

finally prevailed upon by Mr. Schuyler to return to
her home in Arlington.
Mr. Schuyler said that he would soe that the

body was sent to Arlington for burial. Kendall,
he said, was twenty-seven years old, and that he J
was an intelligent and industrious young man.
Previous to his coming to this country he had been
a soldier in the English army.
Kendall, he said, after being bitten, had beeu J

sent to New York for treatment at the Pasteur In- U
stitute. He did not go there, however, but to the M
Chambers Street Hospital, where he remained for
several days, and was discharged when the wound
was healed. His death followed his second entrance
into th* hospital.

Dr. Gibier looked carefully over his records yesterday,and stated positively that Kendall had nevei
applied for admittance into the Pasteur Institute.
The Doctor said that he had never soen the man
until he visited the hospital and saw him writhing
in agony.

AUTOPSY PERFORMED.
Coroner Schultzo and Deputy Coroner Jenkins

held an autopsy over the body of Kendall in the
cellar of the Chambers Street Hospital yesterday. -*

The Coronors wers assisted by Dr. Ira Van Geison,
assistant to Dr. Prudden, the bacteriologist of the
Carnegie Laboratory and of the Colleee of Physiciansand Surgeons, and Dr. S. W. Stevens, assistantpathologist of the New York Hospital. These
.1 . ~- ,, - a ^ tVio u-ni-tr A ,,,

other physicians present were Dr. Wells, housa
surgeon of the Chambers Street Hospital; Drs.
Manning and Van Rensselaer, of the hospital 6taff,
and Dr. Abbott, ot the Loomis Laboratory. '

The surgeons found a severe congestion of the
coverings of the brain and tho gray matter of the
spinal cord, and a congestion also of the vital or- .

gans of the abdominal cavity. The verdict ol
Coroner Schultze was that Kendall came to hie j
death by hydrophobia. *
The case has excited unusual interest among

specialists, as its history is complete and the
symptoms accompanying death were so violent
and so clearly marked. Scientific experiments wil.
follow in the laboratories of the operating surgeons.An attempt will be mado to discover tho
bacteria of the disease by Drs. Van Goison and
Stevens.

JUDGMENT FOR THE WET NURSE.

FIFTEEN LUSTY BABES A3 EXHIBITS TO PBOVS

HEB ABILITY TO F0LFIL CONTRACTS. j
Judge Robert A. Van Wyck, of the City Court

yesterday mornina tried the cause of Mrs. Beatrice
Roberts, wet nurse, who was suing Florian Hen
dricks for breach of contract.
As to the facts, they were simple. But why wer«

fifteen lusty lunged children brought into court' i

Each howled and each waved his dimpled, pink fa'
legs in the air with much contempt of Court. Thoj
were exhibits filed by Mrs. Beatrice to show hei
skill as a wet nurse.

xiorittii .ut!iiui.iuii» la a. hiuc luernjaumwiu. xi

South William street and lives at No. 348 West . 1
Fifty-first street. Last August ho made a pre-nata! {
contraotfor his sou and heir, liorian, Jr., with
Mrs. Beatrice. She claims that it was that eh«
should nurture the child from its birth to it(
weaning. Mr. Hendricks claims that he simpij
hired her by the month. JAfter one week Beatrice came home at eleven
o'clock one night aud met Mr. Hendricks on the
stairs. He promptly discharged her, saying that a I
woman that kept such late hours couldn't nourish I
his child. In vain she pleaded chat she had onlj
gone out to mail a letter. 1
She sued for baok pay and salary for the ful'.

term of the contract. Furthermore she brought s

pair of fat twin boys into the City Court as prool
of her ability. She wouldn't toll their name
the stenographer marked them "exhibits A and B,'
and handed them up to Judge Van Wyck. Thej
did not squawk and His Honor, who is a bachelor
looked grateful. She offered to bring up the othei
thirteen children and put them in eviuence, too » I
but His Honor said "certainly not." # V
The lawyers wrangled and then the jurors re- I

tired. Their foreman soon led them back aud an \
nounced that they awarded Mrs. Beatrice $187 2'
because of the broken cod tract.

BUTTNER'S PENITENT TEAKS. %]
HE PLEADS GUILTY TO FORGERY, WITHDItAWINGHIS PLEA OF GUILTY TO THE LARCENX

CHARGE.

Lawyer William H. Butlner changed his mind
about standing trial on a charge of issuing bogui
divoroe decrees. Ho notified District Attornej
Nicoll late on Thursday of bis determination, and
yesterday morning he was brought before Recordei
Smyth in General Sessions.
The tears streamed down his face as he stood ai

the bar and told the Recorder that he was willing
to plead guilty to the charge of forger* in the seconddegree providing he be allowed to withdraw
his former plea of guilty to the indictment foi
grand larceny in the second degree.
District Attorney Nicoll recommended that Buttner'srequest be granted and the Becorder acceded *

to it.
The Recorder tben remanded Buttner to th«

Tombs until the, early part of next week, when
both he and hia guilty partner, William Duryec
Hughes, will be sentenced.

GOT TOO LITTLE WORK.

Charles H. Woodward was arrested at his offlcl
in the Benedict Building, No. 171 Broadway, jester*
day, by Detectives Frink and Murphy, of Inspectoi
Byrnes' staff, charged with the larceny of $100. k" '

John Stamm, of No. 156 Essex street, a few dayi
ago answered, an advertisement calling for assistancefrom some reliable person. It was Woodward'sadvertisement, and Stamm paid him $100,
which he demanded.
Stamm got so little work to do that he was convincedthat he had been duped.
Woodward claims to be an agent for E. J. Hornert

the lottery broker. He was held in $2,000 bail foi
trial.

NO EXCUSE FOR NEGLIGENCE.

Miss Dora Wheeler, the artist, has been awarded
^

a new trial by the Court of Appeals in her suit fol
$2,100 damages against the Oceanic Steam Naviga
tion Company for the loss of a paokage of paint
ings that she shipped on the steamer Germanic in
1886.
The package, which contained portraits of the

writers Walter Bosant, Thomas Hardy. Austin Dobsonand Mrs. llitchev, wa3 placed on the dock, and
when Miss Wheeler looked for it it was gone.
The lower courts dismissed the complaint becauseno notice of the value of the package had

been given to the steamship company. But th«
Court of Appeals holds that no special contract

case will go to a jury on the now trial.
° ^

HUNTING FOR A DEAD BABY.

Abraham Sylvester, a mechanic, living at Xu. 3J1
East Eighty-first street, reported the death of hi*
iDfant child at the Coroners' office on last Monday.A deputy coroner called at tho houao, but
could find no dead baby.
A postal card from Sylvester vw received tha

next day complaining that 110 one had ctillod
Another deputy went to the house, but no one
there had heard of a death.
Sylvester in persou called on the Coroner yes-

xm.j. uu n luiu <ji mo ana explained -» 1
thai being on bad terms with the other people iu ^the house he had kept the baby's death a secret, fThe baby was buried yosterd»y. 1

t J


